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FOREWORD

Now that | am about to retire | have decided to put into print the
remarkable history of this school.

This would not be possible without the valuable assistance of
my predecessor, the late Mr. W. F. Harris who perused many of the
old log books and presented to me much of the early history of the
old buildings which used to stand on the corner of Saltash Road.

It is a story full of incident and | shall leave with memories which
| shall love to recall ; memories which will linger with me for ever.

| hope some of the pupils—present and past—who read this
short history will enjoy a similar experience.

C. Trevorrow.

School Managers
Chairman: Mr. J. M. Tamblyn, C.C.
Vice-Chairman : Mrs. L. M. Uglow, J.P.

Mr. F. Rogers, O.B.E., C.A.
Mr. W. Palmer, Rev. G. Caink, Mr. P. J. E. Hambly,
Mr. V. R. Daniel, Mr. J. S. Wenmoth, Mrs. H. M. Pollard,
Mrs. W. Skelton, Mr. R. Meehan.

Staff
Mr. C. Trevorrow (Headmaster)
Mr. J. N. Broadhurst (Deputy Headmaster)
Mrs. M. P. Herring (Head of the Infant Department)

Mr. R. Adkinson Mr. B. H. Smith

Mr. E. S. Luxton, B.Ed. Mrs. A. L. Troup
Mrs. P .M. Chubb Miss V. F. Honey
Mrs. C. D. Wilson, B.A. Mrs. J. M. Delahoyde

Mr. J. Tallon, Dip. Ed., LR.AM., LT.C.L.

Non-Teaching Staff

Mrs. L. Jefferys, Mrs. G. D. James, Mrs. W. J. Turner,
Mrs. B. Robinson, Mrs. M. E. Warn, Mrs .M. F. Willcocks,
Mrs. J. T. Black, Mrs. P. L. Hoffman, Mrs. E. Thomson,
Mrs. C. Stafford, Miss R. M. Wooldridge, Mrs. D. E. Bolitho,
Mrs. E. A. Mead, Mr. H. Bolt, Mrs. F. E. Morley,
Mrs. F. J. Cradick, Mrs. J. Croft, Mrs. L. J. Olver.
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In 1842 the Marquis of Northampton gave about half an acre of
land upon which a Church School was to be built. The land had
previously been used as an overflow sheep market when the main
market was overcrowded, and it seems likely that one of the
Callington toll gates was situated upon it.

Unfortunately no record remains concerning the first eleven years
of the history of the school, but from 1863 a day-by-day account
provides a wealth of information about educational matters and life
in general in Callington and throughout the land.

The list of Head Teachers reads as follows :—
a. Infant Department.

i Katherine Garrett (From opening of the school until 1869).
i Marie Wickers (1869-1883).

ii. L. A. Wise (1883-1886).

iv. Ada Symons (nee Ada Harris) (1887-1888).

V. I. A. Reed (1888-1892).

vi. Emily Grills (1982-1898).

vii. Ada A. Jago (1899-1930).

In 1930 the Infant Department ceased to exist as a separate unit.
b. Middle School.

i John Crawes (From opening of the school until 1864).
ii. R. M. Musprance (1864-1866).

iii. John Best (1866-1868).

iv.  Henry Tranter (1868-1874).

V. Philip J. Michell (1874).

vi. John Burrel (1875).

vii. Ebenezer William Spiller (1875-1879).

viii. William Dalton (1879-1882).

ix. George William Lewis Reynolds (1882-1885).
X. William Thomas Butland (1885-1891).

xi. Joseph Jenkin (1891-1925).

xii. William F. Harris (1925-1960).

xiii. Clifford Trevorrow (1960-1974).

Upper School (called a Grammar School).

This was given the name of ‘The Shell’ and was held outside the
school buildings at the Wellington Inn (The Blue Cap Hotel). This
department was in the charge of the Clergy with the Rector as Revd.
Principal. The curriculum included Latin and French. The Govern-
ment Inspectors of Schools strongly objected to this class being
held away from the main building and finally decreed that no grant
would be payable as long as the system continued.

The school was closely associated with the Church, and services
were held each Friday morning from eleven until twelve. It seems
as if children have not changed greatly from that time, for the Head
Teacher complained that some of the children went home instead
of to Church, and were punished accordingly.

(2)



Holidays were given on Saints’ Days, but it must have come as
rather a surprise to the parents when the children arrived home with
the news that they had been given a half holiday as it was the
Rector's wife's birthday! In addition the school was closed for
many unusual reasons including (a) Elections, (b) Magistrates’
Meetings, (c¢) Oddfellows’ Club, (d) A Masonic Bazaar, (e) Volun-
teers, (f) Teas, etc., (g) Christmas tree in the school room, (h)
Infectious diseases, (i) Severe weather conditions.

The payment of fees caused a great deal of distress to the poor
people in those days. In fact, one headmaster in 1878 said that the
collection of fees was his most difficult task, adding ‘Great poverty
exists in the town and many are too poor to pay the school fees’,
and these were sent home from school. The amount charged varied
from time to time. At first it was a penny a week per child, but in
1864 the headmaster had to enforce the higher rate of payment.
‘In future’, he says, ‘a penny will be the exception and 2d. and 4d.
the rule’. Some children left the school when this rule was en-
forced. In 1877 there was a further increase ; payment was made
according to the work of the parent. Thus the children of labourers
paid 3d. each, the children of skilled labourers and men working on
their own account were charged 4d. each. The children of
employers had to make arrangements with the treasurer. In 1887
a new sliding scale was adopted, and a parent paid according to the
number of children in a family—2d. for one, 4d. for two, 5d. for three
and 6d. for four. It must have been a great relief for the Head-
master to write on 31st August, 1891 'No fees taken this morning
as the Managers have decided to accept the grant offered under the
Free Education Act'.

As was to be expected, before compulsory education was intro-
duced, the attendance was very poor. But even when it became
compulsory it was still described as very bad, and we get such
entries as these .—

(a) Poor attendance—wet weather.

(b) Many parents under the impression that they can claim
holiday, a day or half a day per week.

(c). Circus in town; two boys (brothers) only ones present.

(d) Very small attendance in the morning, there being a circus in
the town. No child present in the afternoon.

(e) Boys are kept home to work in the hay-field or potato digging,
and girls for strawberry picking.

(f) Sent the teachers around to the houses between 12.15 and
2 p.m. to look after and ascertain the cause of absence of so
many in the Infants’ Department. Invariably the parents said
it was too cold, and their children are delicate since 'having
the measles’.

(g) There were twenty applications for three months exemption
for fruit picking.
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Desperate attempts were made to improve the attendance—
these included the giving of prizes and the awarding of more play-
time. There was little improvement, but the headmaster lamented
sadly ‘This is perhaps the consequence of the near view of tea and
the Christmas treat’.

Punishment was a sore point in those days, and we are led to
believe that contrary to popular belief, the behaviour of our children
today compares quite favourably with that of those who attended
school so many years ago. We refrain from giving dates in this
section lest any parent should have to face the question "Wasn't
that when you went to school, daddy (mummy) ?* What punish-
ment would you suggest in the following cases ?

(a) A boy who was called to the desk for caning refused to hold
out his hand, and kissed all the girls he passed on the way
back to his seat.

(b) Two boys who, instead of standing still to receive their
punishment, played a game of hide and seek with the head-
master.

(c) Members of an evening class. The headmaster was asked
to leave and sing in a choir. Two teachers were left in
charge, but being unequal to managing such a tribe of semi-
civilized beings, a scene of confusion arose, a teacher was
abused, the ink thrown about, bottles knocked off, etc., and
at the end the whole party left the school, kicking up a row
outside, during which a pane of glass was broken.

Beside the usual method of corporal punishment other methods
were tried. For instance, a boy guilty of theft had his hands tied
all day. But this apparently was unsuccessful, for less than a fort-
night later the same boy stole another boy's pasty and hid his bag
in a wall in the yard.

Another headmaster who found that children often arrived late
for morning assembly would wait for all to be in place and then
solemnly put the hands of the clock back to nine o‘clock.

| feel that the master who wrote ‘Had to flog a boy who kept
annoying the rest of the school by laughing without any excuse for
it" deserves our sympathy, as does another who wrote ‘Form |V
sang a hymn, and the children of Form V distinguished themselves
by their indecent laughter’.

About a hundred years ago a headmaster wrote ‘Very few of the
IVth Form children have slates. There is a great deficiency of
Bibles. Gave them the Lord’'s Prayer to write, not more than half
of them did more than ten words, and most of these misspelt. The
only reading book for this form is a ‘History of England’. The
geography is very bad and what little they know has been com-
mitted to memory from a small primer on that subject.
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‘The slope of the desks is so great that slates and pencils are
constantly slipping off, and the lowest desk is too high for the tallest
boy in the school to write on comfortably.

‘Found that boys in the Vth Form fancied that they ought to be
permitted the privilege of talking and leaving their places without
permission. Endeavoured to give them an impression to the con-
trary’.

Another wrote, ‘'The schoolroom has more nearly resembled a
blacksmith’s shop than anything else, all yesterday and today, from
the smoke which was frequently so dense that | could not distin-
guish the children at the other end of the room’.

A School Inspector reported ‘More furniture required. There are
no desks in the room, and no backs to the forms. Children, there-
fore, are obliged either to stand or sit upright’.

Another reported ‘The arrangements by which all the children
above the fourth standard, however backward in elementary know-
ledge, are taught French and Latin, seems of questionable utility’.

Even as late as 1898 the Headmaster was responsible for a class
of 60 children, and this was increased to 85 when a teacher was
absent. His salary was £100 per annum, and when the Manager
offered instead £70 plus one-third of the Government grant, he
accepted gratefully. ‘They reckon | shall gain a pretty certain five
pounds a year on the change’, he wrote hopefully.

This certainly doesn’t seem too much for carrying out the instruc-
tions received :

Curriculum H.M.I. 1866-7

‘My Lords desire that the education of the poor (whatever other
advantage may be attached to it) should be plain and solid, adapted
to the short time they can remain at school and to their future
career’.

Extracts from old Log Books.

The following entries taken from old log books give a valuable
insight into happenings (both grave and gay) of both national and
local interest during the past hundred years.

1863. Several new scholars admitted had hitherto been to a dame
school. They can read tolerably well but that is all.
Foresters’ Fete at Whitford. No holiday given, but only
two children present until 10 a.m. so school dismissed.

1864. Did not start morning school until twenty to ten. Choir
took the key on the previous day for their annual treat and
neglected to return it at the proper time.

1866. Day of Prayer and humiliation on account of the Cattle
Plagues. The school attended Divine Service at 11 a.m.
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The aunt of two of the children came to make some enquiries
about them, as to why they had lines given them and made to stand
out of the class during the first lesson. The answer was ‘they
always came a quarter of an hour late every morning and without
Bibles, and only partially washed'.

1867.

1870.

1872.

1874.

1876.

1877.

1878.

1880.

1882.

1883.

May 29th. It being the custom to carry garlands of flowers
from house to house on this day many children were absent
for that purpose.

April 28th. | came late this morning, have been deceived
by my watch.

The attendance of Form Il very small this morning, which
may be attributed perhaps in some degree to the very fine
weather.

Several children without their slates, obliged to furnish them
with some from the school cupboards for the time.

A boy sent home, small-pox being in the house. There are
several cases of it in the town.

Examined Inflexions of Noun, Adjective and Pronoun, and
took Cowper’s ‘Receipt of His Mother's Picture’ for parsing
and analysis.

Sent two children home to comb their hair.

Holiday in honour of the success of five of the Upper Form
at the Cambridge Local Examination. Under the present
arrangements the whole of the girls have sewing on Mon-
day, Tuesday and Thursday every week for the whole of the
afternoon.

Admitted two little ones this week and tried a younger one
twice but were obliged to send her home for a few months.
Age of younger child—one year and ten months.

Many people seemed to have expected a decrease in the
school fees, and finding they are adhered to, are now with-
drawing their children. About twenty-five children’s names
are struck off the registers as ‘left’.

Children whose parents are too poor to pay fees are sent
to school by the Relieving Officer, fees to be paid by the
Liskeard Board of Guardians.

Feb. 25th & 26th. Gave liquorice all round to stop the
coughing.

Typhoid is raging—fresh cases daily. School closed a week
earlier than usual for the Christmas Holidays.

A grandfather of one of our boys called to ask if his grand-
son had been to school. The answer being in the negative,
he seemed to think that a lock-up was the only cure for it.

The prevailing epidemic—Russian Influenza—seems to have
reached Callington.
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