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Mr Don Dampier, Chairman of the Manager’s in the 1970s and 80s, found the above 
design on a postcard while he was on holiday in Wales. The crest was adopted by 
Charmouth Parish Council as the official emblem for Charmouth. The school also decided 
to adopt the crest and it appears on all the children’s T shirts and sweatshirts as well as 
the school headed notepaper. The crest was also etched onto the huge pain of glass over 
the main entrance. There is a carved wooden version of the crest in the Parish Council 
Office. 
  

     
 

        This drawing of the old school was by Anna Wiscombe a Year 6 pupil in 1992. 



 

            

 
 
        This sketch was taken from the original plans drawn up by Mr Stephen Forsyth. 
 
 

 
 

          This drawing of the old building was done by Sarah Thomas Year 6 1992. 
 

 

The last group of children to spend a whole year in the old building, transferring to their 
secondary school in September 1992, wrote down some of their thoughts about the old  
school building. Below are some of those ideas, written for a book which was to be put into 
a time capsule to be opened after 25 years.  
 
The book also contained pictures by the children and photographs of the activities they 
particularly enjoyed during their time at the school. Unfortunately, the construction 
company omitted to create a space for the capsule. The selections below are from children 
of all abilities.  
 
It was interesting that, although these children appreciated how the new building would be 
better in many ways, they were not sorry they were not going there, because they 
preferred to be able to remember the school as they had always known it. 
 



                       
 
 

                         
 

                            
 



     
               

               
 
  

      



                                                                                                                                                        

 
 

The new building was first occupied on 23rd April 1993 and the Year 6 children were asked 
to write down their very first impressions of their new school. Below are just a few of what 
they wrote on that first day. 

 



       
 
 

       
 



       
 
 
 

       
 



 
 
 

 

Other photographs not included in the main part of the book. 
 
 

                       
 

Views of Charmouth from Stonebarrow showing the position of the school in the early 
1900s. 
 



     
 

        The old building from Lower Sea Lane and the gate leading to Wesley Close. 
 

           
 

The infant girls’ and boys’ temporary toilets and the path from the mobile classrooms to the 
main building. The children going to the hall with their lunch boxes. 
 

               
 

The dinner ladies in the school kitchen and the path leading around the side of the main 
building.     
                                                    

 



 

 

                                        
 
 A group, lead by Mrs Heather Dauncey, knitting vests for babies in Ethoipia, and another     
farm evening photo. 
 

      
    
           Fourth year children with their Easter play in 1980 written by Mr John Foot. 
 

   
                                  

                                           Two other Easter productions in 1992 and 1993. 
 



       
 

The 1979 Leavers’ Concert, ‘The Silver Penny and the Apricot Tree’ based on a poem by 
Charles Causley adapted by the class teacher Mr John Foot. 

 

                                                                       
 

Recorder players at the Music Festival held at Woodroffe School and an Infant Nativity 
Open Assembly. 

 

  
 

Children at work in one of the four temporary classrooms and in the one classroom off the 
main hall which was only big enough to accommodate 24 children seated at their desks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

                                                                        
 

Two more photographs of the children in the temporary classrooms, one showing them 
preparing for PE. 
 

   
 
The reception children ready for an outdoor PE lesson. All the pictures of the classrooms 
show how every available space was used to display the children’s work. 
 

 
 

The infant classroom furniture was different from that in the Junior classrooms in that they 
had tables, whereas the Juniors had wooden locker type desks. The black and white pole 

in the centre of the classroom was placed there as a safety measure because the roof was 
deemed unsafe and liable to collapse. Beams were also placed across the outside to 

ensure the children’s safety. 
 



      
 

The children preferred these wooden desks.                   Lunchtime in the hall. 
 

    
 

The older children preparing to watch the 1981 Milk Race (The cycling Tour of Britain). 
Lloyds Bank had a branch in Charmouth at that time. It is now a café. Braggs Grocery 
Store run by Mr and Mrs Andrew Peach is now the Chemists. 
 

   
 

          Lunchtime in the staffroom.                  Children going to the hall for lunch. 
 

   
 

                          Sports Days on the field where the school is now. 
 



      
 

 Sports Day pictures from the Lyme Regis News. 
 

           
 

         Kenway Cup Teams. Charmouth were runners-up in 1980, 1981 and 1982. 
 

             
 

Sports Day prize winners 1981 presented by Mrs           Sir John Colfox presenting the runner-up                                                                                
Vivien Smith, a School Governor   cup to the captain Tony Broadhurst  
                            

           
 

The West Dorset football team 1977. Charmouth’s              The 1979-80 School football team. 
only representative, Alan Dampier, goalkeeper.  



                                                                     

                                                                      
 

      School football teams – 1980-81                        1981-82 
 

                 
 

         1982-83   Brian Hooper with John Luxton    David Young in the 
     Joanne Craddock & Simon Emmett. Fun Run.  
 

                      
 

     Martin Young, Race Organiser.           Prizes for the 1986 Fun Run and Challenge. 
 

               
 
          The football teams of 1989          1993 



 

        
 

              Miss Belcher’s class 1978.                                              Miss Giles’ class 1978 
 

    
 
Mrs Anderson’s & Miss Ackroyd’s class 1978.                            Mr Harris’ class 1978 
 

    
 
                 Mr Foot’s class 1978.                                                  Miss Belcher’s class 1980. 
 

     
 

     Miss Giles’ class 1980.    Mr Harris’ class 1980. 

 



 

      
 
                    Mr Foot’s class 1980             Mr Broadhurst’s and Mrs Varndell’s class 1982 

 

                        
 
Mr Broadhurst’s and Mrs Varndell’s class 1985           Mr Broadhurst’s and Mrs Foot’s class 1986 
 

             
 
    Mr Broadhurst’s and Mrs Foot’s class 1989           Mr Broadhurst’s and Mrs Wiscombe’s class 1993 
 

         
 

   Mrs Mallabone’s class 1994          Mr Stratta’s class 1994 



 

 

           
 

     Mrs Hobbs’ and Mrs Bennett’s class 1994             Mrs Bollen’s class 1994 
 

          
 

         Mr Curtis’ class 1994                       Mrs Wiscombe’s class 1994 
 

         
 

     Netball teams 1994          1997     
                    

             
 

   Football teams 1994           1997 



 

         
 
   Pictures above and below of children taking part in the Fancy Dress Parades at the Summer Fetes. 
 

                                                              
 

 

                   
 
3rd and 4th year children about to set off on the four day      Children in London in October 1997. Adam 
trip to London in October 1979. There were also some       Penney and Sean Milligan at the front are  
children from Symondsbury School.      carrying the groups’ packed lunches. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


