
The schools’ prospectus evolved through the years from a single A4 sheet of 
paper in 1977 to the one copied on the following pages. These alterations came 
about as the demands and expectations of parents changed. This was partly 
brought about by the introduction of greater parental choice given to parents 
when selecting the appropriate school for their child. Schools became more 
aware of the need to project themselves in a favourable light and one way of 
doing that was by providing and attractive, informative and appealing 
prospectus. The one copied below was the last before moving to the old school 
and shows a plan of the old buildings. 
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School Aims and Curriculum 
 
The curriculum is the sum of ALL that happens to a child in school. It includes 
not only the formal programme, but also the informal programme of so-called 
extra-curricular activities, as well as those features which produce the corporate 
ethos. (Dorset Curriculum Policy September 1989).  
 
The Education Reform Act 1988, provides for the establishment of a National 
Curriculum comprising core and other foundation subjects, to be taught to all 
pupils of compulsory school age in maintained schools, for each of which there 
are to be appropriate attainment targets, programmes of study and assessment 
arrangements. The Act defines attainment targets as: 
 
“The knowledge, skills and understanding which pupils of different abilities and 
maturities are expected to have by the end of each key stage”, and programmes 
of study as: “The matters, skills and processes which are required to be taught 
to pupils of different abilities and maturities during each key stage”. 
 
Children come to school to learn and to this end our primary aim is to create a 
happy, caring environment in which this can take place. As much as possible 
of the work in the basic subjects, i.e. Mathematics and English is individual and 
geared carefully so that each child has a goal to reach which is just within his 
or her grasp. 
 
In all activities, whether through topic work or subject based work, we 
endeavour to encourage an interest in the events taking place in the world 
today, a love of all living things and an enthusiastic enquiring mind about the 
past, present and future. We try to help children to observe and discover for 
themselves in a stable, controlled situation, so that they can become confident 
members of modern society. 
 
The subjects contained within the National Curriculum are under constant 
scrutiny and we therefore implement changes according to current statutory 
requirements. 
 
Pupils in Years R, 1 and 2 will be working on Key Stage 1 of the National 
Curriculum, and those in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will continue through Key Stage 2. 
 
The aim of the school is that all children should reach their full potential in every 
aspect of their development: always bearing in mind that each child is an 
individual who is special, and therefore deserves the best in order to develop 
into a complete human being and take his or her place in society. All teachers 
will endeavour to achieve this aim for the age range of children in their care. 
 
The school has it’s own complete written syllabus for each subject, copies of 
which are available on request from the school office. Subjects are regularly 
reviewed in the light of the National Curriculum. All curriculum documents are 
approved by a full meeting of the School Governors.  
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P.E. (this uniform should be left in school during the week and only taken home 
at week-ends). Boys and Girls: White T-shirt (a special Charmouth School one 
is available from school; navy blue shorts; black or white plimsolls. The Junior 
boys play football during the winter months and we like the P.E. uniform to be 
worn for games as well as P.E. 
 
The schools runs a second-hand clothes service and is always grateful for any 
items of school uniform in good condition. Please contact Mrs Bloxham at the 
school. 
 
 
Care of Possessions 
 
It would be most helpful if all items of clothing, including footwear, could be 
clearly marked. Much valuable time is wasted in finding owners of unmarked 
items. 
 
It would be preferable if large sums of money or items of value were not brought 
to school, but, if at any time this is unavoidable, they should be given to the 
class teacher for safe keeping. 
 
 
Fire Drill 
 
The school holds a regular fire drill at least once a term in accordance with the 
County Council regulations. These are always unannounced to achieve a 
degree of realism. The building is evacuated, the children assemble in front of 
the school, and registers are checked. All children should be aware of the 
procedures and are encouraged to behave in a calm and sensible manner. 
 
 
Change of Address 
 
If parents change their address or telephone number they should inform the 
school as soon as possible. 
 
 
Residential Visits 
 
On alternate years, just before the Autumn half-term, any Year 5 or Year 6 child 
is eligible to go on a three day visit to London. This includes visits to The Palace 
of Westminster, Westminster Abbey, The Tower of London, Buckingham 
Palace, St Pnaul’s Cathedral, The Guinness World of Records, Windsor Castle, 
The Natural History and Science Museums and a show at a London West End 
Theatre. 
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